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happy. It is the custom when great people arrive here to gift one plank seat
and one flag at the bathing ghat. I therefore ordered for both at a cost of
Rs. 10 and gi fted both to Sankara Ghati. The gi fts on the Venidanam day and
the tonsuring day amounted to rupees 15. Paise were given to people of all castes
the day after the Trivenidana. 100 Prayagavalis in the house o f a Prayagavali
were also fed by me. A sum of Rs. 25 was given to the Prayagavali including
dakshina. He was happy and taking a sum of 2 annas only from every
Sudra accompanying me, arranged for their thirtamdhis along with pinda-
pradhanas to all their elders. They do not dabble in the Shradhas performed
by Pancha Dravidas. A prayagavali takes for a ceremony., dakshina
equivalent to a Pindadakshina given to a brahmin who indulges in brahma-*
nartham. This much has been done by me at Prayaga; all this has been for
the glory of Madras City through me. In view of this I spent all the time
I was at Prayaga with groups of Vaidika Brahmins. I was not able to spend
my time with others in a secular manner as at Hyderabad and other cities.
There is a cantonment consisting of 4 battalions at Prayaga. This
cantonment is 4 miles from the town. The character-letters written by
Sir John Mewbolt2 under whom I-served, Sir Charles Gray and others have
been very helpful to me in foreign places like this where I have been
treated like an important personage.

Loyalty to one's superiors always pays. An illustration of this is the
life of Subbarayulu a Brahmin, who has been loyal to my father and myself
with the result that he has prospered. Even when I was away on travel, nay
friend Srinivasa Pillai has been helping him on my account unasked for. The
'Sarwantharyami3 i.e. the Omnipresent shines in the rulers much more than in
the ruled and therefore loyalty to one's superior is a factor which gladdens
the heart of the Lord and helps bestowal of the ashta siddhis on such a loyal
soul. There is no doubt at all "in this. The customs collector Mr. Nepean
is son of the Governor of Bombay and one with very good family traditions.
The Government of Bengal had appointed a Finance Committee to control
expenditure. In addition to this, they endeavoured to abolish Custom houses
and examine whether such customs could be hired out.oh. *Ijara' basis as at
Madras. No excise is being levied on salt, nor any money collected on the
basis of monopoly on cljara* basis. They are not satisfied with the Madras
procedures in this connection. On Mr. Nepean's request I have given him
a memorandum giving my views on the levying o f sea-customs specially mention-
ing the dangers faced by Anna Sami who was recently hanged, and the other
dangers to be faced in future by Government. He also gave me a hand loan
of Rs.200/-on the basis of a note given by me to be repaid by me to his
friends at KasL I am grateful to him for his assistance and am praying to the

2.   SirJctaNewtroltwastheC^                   Madras and was a contemporary of
Sri Veeraswamy obviously.